Inside Front Cover: The First Building at Bridgewater State College by unknown
Bridgewater Review
Volume 28 | Issue 1 Article 3
Jun-2009
Inside Front Cover: The First Building at
Bridgewater State College
This item is available as part of Virtual Commons, the open-access institutional repository of Bridgewater State University, Bridgewater, Massachusetts.
Recommended Citation
Bridgewater State College. (2009). Inside Front Cover: The First Building at Bridgewater State College. Bridgewater Review, 28(1),
inside front cover. Available at: http://vc.bridgew.edu/br_rev/vol28/iss1/3
The First Building at Bridgewater State College
painting by Mary Crowley
“The first building to be erected specifically for normal school work in 
America was built at Bridgewater in 1846. The years of experiment were 
successfully passed. A total of ten thousand dollars was raised, one half of 
that sum by public subscription, and the remainder from state funds. Col. 
Abram Washburn donated a lot of land one and one-quarter acres and 
George B. Emerson of Boston provided the furnace for heating the 
building. It was a small, wooden, two-story structure containing a large 
schoolroom, and two recitation rooms in the upper story, and a Model 
School room, a chemical room, and two anterooms on the lower floor.”
—Special Collections.
